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to get the place into their hands without admitting^
the English to any share of the booty ; a design
that was at once seen through by Hough and
Watson. Eamajee promised to bring Toolajee
with him the following day, to show that he was
not treating separately. Instead of doing so, he
sent some subordinate officers, together with some
of Toolajee's relations, with excuses, to keep Watson
in play, while a large bribe was offered to Hough
to induce him to persuade the Admiral to suspend
operations. Watson, who had already summoned
the fort to surrender, let them know that he would
not wait very long. They were taken to view the
ship with its tiers of heavy guns, and, as a grim
hint of what might be expected, he presented
Toolajee's friends with a thirty-two pound shot as
they left the ship.

At half-past one in the afternoon, the flag of
truce having returned with the Governor's refusal
to surrender, signal was made to weigh, and the
whole fleet stood into the harbour in three divisions,
led by the Kingsfisher, sloop, and the JBridgewater.
The inner line, nearest to the fort was formed by
the line-of-battle ships and the Protector: the
Company's grabs and bombketches, with the